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Dear Readers,

Living here in the US, my Karma Bhoomi for the last 48 years, I do not forget my 
Mathrubhumi India even for a minute.When I sleep, usually I do not dream, but 
when I do, it is only about my childhood and adult life in India. So you will to have 
bear with me if I become extra emotional.

There are volumes after volumes written about India. In this travel issue, we 
discuss something special that is not often written about - the palaces, lesser 
known destinations, and UNESCO World Heritage sites in India. I hope you enjoy 
it and these articles inspire you and your family to visit India again and again.

In this issue, I have also compiled quotes from well known figures around the 
world and their thoughts on India. So many famous people worldwide have visited 
India and found her to be very fascinating and inspiring. For example, Dr. Martin 
Luther King said “To other countries, I may go as a tourist, but to India, I come as 
a pilgrim.” Wow, what a feeling! It gave me goosebumps to read his words as that 
is exactly what I feel when I visit India. Many of you born in India may feel the 
same way. 

Speaking of pilgrim, we are pleased to reprint an article by Swami 
Chinmayanandaji (Pujya Gurudev), “Let us Be Hindu.” With Diwali around the 
corner, it is a great time to read this article again. With over a billion Hindus living 
all around the world, many of us have forgotten what it means to be Hindu. Pujya 
Gurudev taught us so many valuable lessons through his articles, books and videos. 
One of his greatest gifts is the Chinmaya Bala Vihar program, which provides 
spiritual and cultural orientation to children growing up in different times. 

I have very much admired  the Chinmaya Bala Vihar program, one both my sons  
attended here in South Florida under the leadership of then Aparna ji and now 
Swamini Akhilananda ji. Now, all four of my grandchildren attend in California. 
This program has inspired several local Hindu temples and many have started 
their own program. One thing I suggest very strongly to all millennial parents is to 
spare some time on the weekends to send your children to any of these Bala Vihar 
programs. You will see a change in your children in less than three months.

When we talk about Incredible India, how can we forget about the beautiful saris, 
unique to our culture - especially handloom-woven saris and handcrafted fine 
jewelry. We are very pleased to present an article about these handcrafted items 
in “ The Devam Experience,” written by our young writer Devika Jhaveri.

And last but not least, from our entire Desh-Videsh Media group team, I would 
like to wish all of you Happy Diwali and all our Gujarati readers, Happy New Year!

Raj Shah
Managing Editor

Editor ’s  View

~ A Magazine Promoting the Indian Subcontinent Since 1993 ~
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The Palatial Lavishness     That is Called India
Umaid Bhawan Palace, Jodhpur



City Palace, Jaipur

Lake Palace, UdaipurWhen it comes to lav-
ishness, the palaces 
in India are second 

to none. Historically, the coun-
try was once divided into many 
princely states, ruled by princ-
es who rarely stinted when it 
came to self-aggrandizement. 
The stories about their im-
mense wealth, which included 
fabulous collections of gems 
and other expensive items, and 
their lavish lifestyles, are leg-
endary.

No expenses were spared in 
building their palaces. These 
were vast places, with innu-
merable private rooms, halls, 
passages, courtyards, balconies, 
terraces, fountains, pools, and 
gardens. They were extrava-
gantly decorated with arches, 
pillars, tiles, decorative screens, 
friezes, and paintings. Some 

of the leading palace builders 
were the Rajput clans, Mughals, 
Marathas, and various minor 
Nawabs and Princes.

Many of the erstwhile In-
dian royals retained their pal-
aces after they lost the privi-
leges of the privy purse and, as 
these palaces were expensive 
to maintain, they joined forces 
with savvy hoteliers to trans-

form them into Heritage Ho-
tels. Quite a few palaces in Ra-
jasthan, such as Ajit Bhawan, 
Udai Vilas Palace, and Jai Mahal 
Palace, were transformed, and 

Jal Mahal in Man Sagar Lake

 Jag Madir, Udaipur

now Indian and foreign visi-
tors can pay hefty rates to ex-
perience, if only for a brief du-
ration, what it was like to live 
in these wonderful dwellings. 
Some of these hotels enhance 
the experience with cultural 
shows.

Other palaces, scattered 
around Rajasthan, Gujarat, 
Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, 
Karnataka, and other states, are 
generally open only for viewing, 
with sections transformed into 
museums with excellent collec-
tions of rare and valuable his-
torical artefacts. These include 
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For more detailed information 
on this article or to view 

additional pictures,
please visit 

www.deshvidesh.com/112018

the Wadiyar Palace in My-
sore, Laxmi Niwas Palace in 
Baroda, Hawa Mahal in Jaipur, 
and the following two palaces:

Padmanabhapuram Palace
Located in Padmanabha-

puram, Kanyakumari District, 
Tamil Nadu, Padmanabhapuram 
Palace was built in 1601 by the 
ruler of Venad, Iravi Varma Ku-
lasekhara Perumal, and rebuilt 
in 1750 by Anizham Thirunal 
Marthanda Varma, Raja of Tra-
vancore. The palace complex is 
a magnificent example of tradi-
tional Kerali architecture, with 
tapering roofs, halls, corridors, 
pillars, courtyards, secret un-
derground passages, and pol-
ished floors. Interestingly the 
floor in the Durbar Hall was 
made using river sand, lime, 
charcoal, burnt coconut, jag-
gery, and egg white! Another 
notable item is the King’s me-
dicinal bed, made from the 
wood of medicinal plants. Ex-
pect to spend over two hours 
here. The intricate wood-carv-
ings, painted murals and bronze 
lamps are not to be missed, as 

also the Antiquities Museum 
housed in the Thekee Kottaram.

Monsoon Palace
Built in 1884 by the Me-

war Dynasty’s Maharana Saj-
jan Singh to observe monsoon 
clouds, the Monsoon Palace 
(also known as Sajjangarh) is 
set at an elevation of 3,100 feet 
on Bansdara Hill in the Aravalli 
range and offers a grand view 
of Udaipur and the surrounding 
countryside. The sunsets are 
spectacular too from this van-
tage point, and the white mar-
ble palace looks like something 
out of a fairytale when illumi-
nated in the evening.

While there is plenty to see 
in India, visitors should put the 
palaces of India on their itin-
erary. It is not simply a matter 
of getting a taste of how the 
privileged few lived back then, 
but about getting a sense of the 
country’s history. Many of the 
people who built these palaces 
and dwelled in them were ex-
traordinary personalities and 
lived in extraordinary times, 
and walking where they once 
walked can be an incredible ex-
perience.

If you close your eyes, the 
past comes alive. You can al-
most hear the footsteps of the 
maids, the summons of the cri-
ers, the hooves of the horses, 
the trumpeting of the ele-
phants, and the sounds of nag-
ara drums and tutaris. You may 
not want to take a time-ma-
chine back – history is always 
more romantic in the rear mir-
ror – but it was undoubtedly an 
exciting world while it lasted. 

Padmanabhapuram Palace

Monsoon Palace
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Exploring India: Following 
the Path Less Travelled



Krang Suri Falls, Meghalaya



Many visitors, when they first come to In-
dia, have a specific itinerary that often 
includes the larger cities and the famous 

landmarks in them. They take a few official tours, 
venture out of their hotel to “get the local color,” 
and then they return home to tell their friends 
that they “saw India.”

Mahatma Gandhi said that if you want to know 
the real India you must go to the villages.

There is some truth to that. The remote areas of 
the country are to some extent still shielded from 
the negative aspects of modernism. Of course, 
you don’t want to miss marvels like the Taj Mahal, 
but India has much else to offer and, if you have 
the time and the inclination, you should swing 
around to get some authentic desi experience.

Shojha, Himachal Pradesh
A tiny, peaceful village in the Banjar Valley that is 
included in the Great Himalayan National Park, 
Shojha is a great place to relax and introspect. 
Stroll amidst the deodar cedar forests and the 
verdant meadows. Spend time bird-watching or 

discovering the incredible plant variety. Visit one 
of the old temples, made almost entirely of wood. 
The weather is pleasant from April to June, but 
winters can be extreme.

Tirthan Valley, Himachal Pradesh
Dotted with picturesque hamlets, amidst deodar 
cedar forests, apple orchards, and terrace farms, 
with the snowbound Himalayan range in the 
backdrop, Tirthan Valley is a beautiful choice for 
a hideaway. Trek along the Tirthan river, visit the 
Serolshar and Parashar Lakes, and stop by villages 
like Nagini and Ghushai.

Tirthan Valley, Himachal Pradesh

Shojha, Himachal Pradesh

For more detailed information on this article 
or to view additional pictures,

please visit www.deshvidesh.com/112018
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Mahatma Gandhi 
said that if you  
want to know the  
real India you must  
go to the villages.

knowledged as the “cleanest village in India,” and 
for the Living Roots Bridge, formed entirely from 
living tree roots. Experience community living in 
the village and look for tree-hanging orchids in 
the scenic forest around it. There are many wa-
terfalls and streams, surrounded by lush green-
ery, and even some incredible caves.

Visit these locations without a tight schedule. 
This way, if you hear about some extraordinary 
place from the locals, you can pivot about and go 
there. Don’t make travel a matter of ticking off 
destinations. Enjoy the nuances of the moment, 
to paraphrase a cliché. Get in touch with India 
and with yourself too.

Lonar, Maharashtra
Lonar, a small town in Maharashtra’s Buldhana 
district, is famous for its saltwater lake, formed by 
a meteorite hit in the Pleistocene Epoch and re-
portedly the only one of its kind in the world. The 
lake is 6,000 feet wide, with a depth of 500 feet, 
and is surrounded by a panoramic landscape, rich 
in some incredible flora and fauna. Visit the near-
by Gomukh and Daityasudan temples, and spend 
time trekking in the surrounding hills.

Mawlynnong, Meghalaya
Located in the East Khasi Hills, Mawlynnong, is 
renowned for its cleanliness. In 2005, it was ac-

Lonar, Maharashtra
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UNESCO World  
Heritage Sites in India



Many of us associate nations with par-
ticular landmarks, even without know-
ing about its culture or history. When 

one thinks of India, a great many sites come to 
mind - majestic palaces, vast landscapes, tower-
ing mountains, and more. Cultural, historic, and 
natural landmarks drive the tourism economy 
in many nations and with good reason. These 
landmarks are one way to define a nation’s 
broad history.

The United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) designates 
various landmarks in countries worldwide with 
the distinction as a World Heritage site. India 
herself boasts a vast array of landmarks with 
a cultural, historical, or natural significance as 
designated by UNESCO. As of July 2018, India, 
with 37 World Heritage sites, is sixth on a list of 
nations with the most sites.



Here’s a look at the World Heritage sites in India.

Cultural
•	 Agra Fort (1983)
•	 Ajanta Caves (1983)
•	 Archaeological Site of Nalanda Mahavihara at Nalanda, Bihar (2016)
•	 Buddhist Monuments at Sanchi (1989)
•	 Champaner-Pavagadh Archaeological Park (2004)
•	 Chhatrapati Shivaji Terminus (formerly Victoria Terminus) (2004)
•	 Churches and Convents of Goa (1986)
•	 Elephanta Caves (1987)
•	 Ellora Caves (1983)
•	 Fatehpur Sikri (1986)
•	 Great Living Chola Temples (1987,2004)
•	 Group of Monuments at Hampi (1986)
•	 Group of Monuments at Mahabalipuram (1984)
•	 Group of Monuments at Pattadakal (1987)
•	 Hill Forts of Rajasthan (2013)
•	 Historic City of Ahmadabad (2017)
•	 Humayun’s Tomb, Delhi (1993)
•	 Khajuraho Group of Monuments (1986)
•	 Mahabodhi Temple Complex at Bodh Gaya (2002)
•	 Mountain Railways of India (1999, 2005, 2008)
•	 Qutb Minar and its Monuments, Delhi (1993)
•	 Rani-ki-Vav (the Queen’s Stepwell) at Patan, Gujarat (2014)
•	 Red Fort Complex (2007)
•	 Rock Shelters of Bhimbetka (2003)
•	 Sun Temple, Konârak (1984)
•	 Taj Mahal (1983)
•	 The Architectural Work of Le Corbusier, an Outstanding  

Contribution to the Modern Movement (2016)
•	 The Jantar Mantar, Jaipur (2010)
•	 Victorian Gothic and Art Deco Ensembles of Mumbai (2018)
 
Natural
•	 Great Himalayan National Park Conservation Area (2014)
•	 Kaziranga National Park (1985)
•	 Keoladeo National Park (1985)
•	 Manas Wildlife Sanctuary (1985)
•	 Nanda Devi and Valley of Flowers National Parks (1988,2005)
•	 Sundarbans National Park (1987)
•	 Western Ghats (2012)
•	 Khangchendzonga National Park (2016) 
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Sites on the Tentative List
•	 Temples at Bishnupur, West Bengal (1998)
•	 Mattanchery Palace, Ernakulam, Kerala (1998)
•	 Group of Monuments at Mandu, Madhya Pradesh (1998)
•	 Ancient Buddhist Site, Sarnath, Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh (1998)
•	 Sri Harimandir Sahib, Amritsar, Punjab (2004)
•	 River Island of Majuli in midstream of Brahmaputra River in Assam (2004)
•	 Namdapha National Park (2006)
•	 Wild Ass Sanctuary, Little Rann of Kutch (2006)
•	 Neora Valley National Park (2009)
•	 Desert National Park (2009)
•	 Silk Road Sites in India (2010)
•	 Santiniketan (2010)
•	 The Qutb Shahi Monuments of Hyderabad Golconda Fort, 	
Qutb Shahi Tombs, Charminar (2010)

•	 Mughal Gardens in Kashmir (2010)
•	 Delhi - A Heritage City (2012)
•	 Monuments and Forts of the Deccan Sultanate (2014)
•	 Cellular Jail, Andaman Islands (2014)
•	 The Glorious Kakatiya Temples and Gateways (2014)
•	 Iconic Saree Weaving Clusters of India (2014)
•	 Dholavira: A Harappan City (2014)
•	 Apatani Cultural Landscape (2014)
•	 Sri Ranganathaswamy Temple, Srirangam (2014)
•	 Monuments of Srirangapatna Island Town (2014)
•	 Chilika Lake (2014)
•	 Padmanabhapuram Palace (2014)
•	 Sacred Ensembles of the Hoysala (2014)
•	 Sites of Saytagrah, India’s non-violent freedom movement (2014)
•	 Thembang Fortified Village (2014)
•	 Narcondam Island (2014)
•	 Moidams – the Mound-Burial system of the Ahom Dynasty (2014)
•	 Ekamra Kshetra – The Temple City, Bhubaneswar (2014)
•	 The Neolithic Settlement of Burzahom (2014)
•	 Archaeological remains of a Harappa Port-Town, Lothal (2014)
•	 Mountain Railways of India (Extension) (2014)
•	 Chettinad, Village Clusters of the Tamil Merchants (2014)
•	 Bahá’í House of Worship at New Delhi (2014)
•	 Evolution of Temple Architecture – Aihole-Badami- Pattadakal (2015)
•	 Jaipur city, Rajasthan India (2015)
•	 Cold Desert Cultural Landscape of India (2015)
•	 Sites along the Uttarapath, Badshahi Sadak, 	
Sadak-e-Azam, Grand Trunk Road (2015)

•	 Keibul Lamjao Conservation Area (2016)
•	 Garo Hills Conservation Area (GHCA) (2018)

For more detailed information on this article 
or to view additional pictures,

please visit www.deshvidesh.com/112018
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The Night Diary
By Veera Hiranandani

It’s 1947, and India, newly independent of British rule, has been separated into two 
countries: Pakistan and India. The divide has created much tension between Hindus 
and Muslims, and hundreds of thousands are killed crossing borders.

Half-Muslim, half-Hindu twelve-year-old Nisha doesn’t know where she belongs, or 
what her country is anymore. When Papa decides it’s too dangerous to stay in what is 
now Pakistan, Nisha and her family become refugees and embark first by train but later 
on foot to reach her new home. The journey is long, difficult, and dangerous, and after 

losing her mother as a baby, Nisha can’t imagine losing her homeland, too. But even if her country has 
been ripped apart, Nisha still believes in the possibility of putting herself back together.

Told through Nisha’s letters to her mother, The Night Diary is a heartfelt story of one girl’s search for 
home, for her own identity...and for a hopeful future.

This Is How I Save My Life: From California to India, a True Story of  
Finding Everything When You Are Willing To Try Anything
By Amy Scher

The true story of a fiery young woman’s heartwarming and hilarious journey that 
takes her from near-death in California to a trip around the world in search of her 
ultimate salvation. Along the way, she discovers a world of cultural mayhem, radical 
medical treatment, and, most importantly, a piece of her life she never even knew 
she was missing.

This Is How I Save My Life is a powerful and uplifting story of sheer determina-
tion for anyone who believes in—or doubts—the existence of miracles and the infinite power of self-heal-
ing when it seems like all hope is lost.

Mighty Maharajas: Forts & Palaces of India 
By Amita Baig (Author), Joginder Singh (Photographer)

The Indian subcontinent offers a fascinating collection of historic forts and 
royal palaces waiting to be explored. Mighty Maharajas: Forts and Palaces of India 
brings together a unique architectural legacy—from ancient forts mentioned in 
Hindu epics to strongholds built by succession of rulers, arranged geographically 
within a historic or aesthetic context. The narrative provides glimpses of history 
enlivened by stirring tales of valor and sacrifice while lavish color photographs 
reflect the cultural heritage of each palace and fort, bringing the royal experience to life for the reader.

For more detailed information on this article or to view additional pictures,  
please visit www.deshvidesh.com/112018
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The love affair between a woman and her saris is 
unmatched. What the Western world perceives 
as a long piece of fabric is in reality a six-yard 

garment whose every fold, drape, and tuck can trans-
form a woman into any facet of her being. Poised at 
the top of this hierarchy is the handloom-woven sari. 
These luxury pieces are one-of-a-kind designs of 
wearable art whose weaving is unique to an Indian 
state, emblematic of its history and culture. Simply 
put, a machine has never touched the fabric. Each 
sari is carefully crafted by an artisan whose family 
has been in this profession for eras; their hands are 
quite literally keeping this art alive and by purchas-
ing handloom, consumers are doing the same. One 
of the world’s oldest nations, India, is renowned for 
its vibrant heritage and handloom weavers are a rich 
component in India’s cultural fabric. Now, Devam is 
bringing this cultural glory to the US.

By: Devika Jhaveri

The Devam
Experience
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South Florida-based design 
house and retailer Devam is 
known for its offerings of han-
dloom silks, handcrafted fine 
jewelry, and customization 
experience. From traditional 
bridal jewelry to an array of 
handloom silks to modern en-
gagement rings, Devam’s vast 
selection of luxury products 
has attracted Indian-Americans 
from all over the United States. 
While there are numerous Indi-
an jewelry and apparel retailers 
across America, Devam’s focus 
on craftsmanship distinguishes 
them from others. Strictly us-
ing handloom materials and 
only the high-end quality gems, 
Devam’s pieces are inspired by 
royals of the past, ingeniously 
incorporating different eras 
into one.
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“Our materials are straight 
from the source. Each and ev-
ery style of silk we curate, we 
find from its origin state,” said 
Devam’s vice president Punita 
Jhaveri. “We visit different re-
gions and find the top weav-
ers in each area, working with 
them to develop our unique 
designs.”

Devam’s handloom silks are 
then transformed into leng-
has, saris, and scarves. Devam 
specializes in creating custom 
Indian bridal apparel, cater-
ing to Indian-American fami-
lies across the States for their 
special occasions. From the 
bride who envisions herself as 
a fairytale princess to one who 
prefers a simpler elegant vis-
age, Devam’s customizable col-
lection caters to all audiences.

“Each bride’s style is com-
pletely unique from the next, 
which make our job all  the 
more special,” said Jhaveri. “It 
makes our creative process 
more complex but even more 
rewarding.”
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new vision is that the Indian-
American women wearing 
these clothes will be able 
to fully express themselves, 
unabashedly capturing both 
sides of their identify by 
merging two cultures that are 
often not the easiest to mix. 
Celebrating the Indian heritage 
and promoting cross-cultural 
designs, Devam is imprinting its 
decadent mark throughout the 
Southeast and soon, across the 
United States.

Recently, Devam has been 
utilizing its silks to create 
Western-style blouses, pants, 
and gowns. An eclectic East 
meets West collection, Devam’s 

Western apparel is satisfying a 
demographic whose values and 
opinions are comprised from 
influence of both India and the 
US. The inspiration behind this 

For more detailed information 
on this article or to view 

additional pictures, please visit 
www.deshvidesh.com/112018

About Devam 
Please visit www.devamjewelry.com 
for more information.
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Hinduism in its
amphitheater has  
preserved and
worshipped, under 
the camouflage of the 
heavy descriptions 
contained in the  
puranas, shastras 
(scriptures), and their 
commentaries of 
thousand different  
interpretations.

Let Us Be Hindus
By Swami Chinmayanandaji

It has become a new fashion with the educated Hindu to turn 
up his nose and sneer in contempt at the very mention of his 
religion in any discussion. Personally, I too belong in my sym-

pathies to these critics of our religion. But when this thoughtless 
team begins to declare that we would benefit ourselves socially and 
nationally by running away from our sacred religion, I pause to re-
consider my own stand.

At the present state of moral, ethical and cultural degradation 
in our country, to totally dispose off religion would be making our 
dash to ruin the quicker. However decadent our religion may be, it 
is far better than having none at all. My proposal is that the wise 
thing would be for us to try and bring about a renaissance of Hin-
duism so that under its greatness – proved through many centuries 
– we may come to grow into the very heights of culture and civili-
zation that was ours in the historical past.

No doubt, in India, Hinduism has come to mean nothing more 
than a bundle of sacred superstitions, or a certain way of dress-
ing, cooking, eating, talking, and so on. Our gods have fallen to the 
mortal level of administration officers at whose altars the faithful 
Hindu might pray and get special permits for the things he desires; 
that is, if he pays the required fee to the priest!

This degradation is not the product of any accidental and sud-
den historical upheaval. For two hundred years Hinduism has re-
mained an unwanted orphan without any patronage of the state 
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and little encouragement of 
the rich. Once upon a time, 
the learned philosophers were 
rightly advisers of the state. 
But the quality of the adviser 
class (Brahmin) and the ruler 
class (Kshatriya) deteriorated. 
By slowly putrefying themselves 
in the leprous warmth of luxu-
ry and power, they have taken 
us to the regrettable stage in 
which we find ourselves now. 
The general cry of the educated 
class is really against this un-
religion. However, it is only the 
thoughtless, uninformed lead-
ers who call this Hinduism.

Certainly, if Hinduism can 
breed for us only heartless lalas 
(shopkeepers), corrupt babus 
(clerks), cowardly men, loveless 
masters and faithless servants; 
if Hinduism can give us only a 
state of social living in which 
each man is put up against his 
brother, if Hinduism can give 
us only starvation, nakedness 
and destitution; if Hinduism 
can only encourage us only to 
plunder, to loot and to steal; if 
Hinduism can preach to us only 
intolerance, fanaticism, hard 
heartedness, and cruelty; then 
I too cry, “Down, Down ” with 
that Hinduism.

And yet the above is a real-
istic picture of the sad condi-
tion and plight into which the 
Hindu people, as a nation, have 
allowed themselves to fall. This 
is the tragic picture of the great 
Hindu disaster in the present 
day India.

But Hinduism is not this 
external show that we have 
learned to parade about in our 
daily lives. Hinduism is a sci-
ence of perfection. There is in 
it an answer to every individ-

ual, social, national, or inter-
national problem. But, unfor-
tunately, the religion which we 
have come to follow blindly, is 
not the grand true Hinduism. It 
is only the treacherous scheme 
thrust upon us some time in 
the past by the selfish, arro-
gant, power-mad priest class 
whose intention was to make 
us slaves of their plans and our 
own passions. The present day 
Hindu ignoramuses prove the 
tragic success of these religious 
saboteurs. With their guidance 
we overlook the fundamental 
tenets in our sacred scriptures 
that are the very background 
of Hinduism. True Hinduism is 
the Sanatana Dharma (Eternal 
Truth) of the Upanishads.

The Upanishads declare in 
unmistakable terms that in re-
ality man – at the peak of his 
achievements – is God Himself. 
He is advised to live his day-to-
day experiences in life in such 
a systematic and scientific way 
that hour by hour, he is con-

sciously cleansing himself of 
all the encrustation of imper-
fections that have gathered to 
conceal the beauty and divin-
ity of the true Eternal Person-
ality in him. The methods by 
which an individual can con-
sciously purify and evolve by 
his self – effort to regain the 
status of his True Nature is the 
content of Hinduism. Hindu-
ism in its vast amphitheater 
has preserved and worshipped, 
under the camouflage of the 
heavy descriptions contained 
in the puranas, shastras (scrip-
tures), and their commentaries 
of thousand different interpre-
tations. This overgrowth has so 
effectively come to conceal the 
real beauty and grandeur of this 
tiny temple of Truth that today 
the college educated illiterates, 
in their ignorance of the lan-
guage and style of the ancient 
Sanskrit writers, miss the tem-
ple amidst its own festoons.

To inquire into the very text-
books of our religion with a 
view to knowing what Hindu
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ism has to teach, and how its 
message can be used to save 
us as we face the problems of 
our daily lives, is the aim of the 
One hundred days’ Upanishad 
Gnana Yagna, which is now 
proposed to commence on De-
cember 31, 1951, here in Poona.

Religion becomes dead and 
ineffectual if the seekers are 
not ready to live its ideals. For 
that matter, is there any philos-
ophy – political, social, or cul-
tural – which can take us to its 
promised land of success, with-
out our following its principles 
in our day – to – day living?

However great our culture 
might have been in the past, 
that dead glory, reported in the 
pages of history books, is not 
going to help us in our present 
trials. If the barbarous cavemen 
of the unexplored jungles want 
to become as civilized as the 
men of modern nations, they 
cannot achieve this total revo-
lution through mere discourses, 
or even through an exhaustive 
study of the literature describ-
ing the ways of the modern civ-
ilized nations. They will have to 
know and then live the civilized 
values of life. A mere know-
ing of it will not help them. 
They can claim the blessings of 
their knowledge only if they are 
ready to live what they know. In 

order to live as civilized men, 
they will have to renounce 
completely their ways of unciv-
ilized thinking and acting.

In fact, without renunciation 
no progress is ever possible. 
We must renounce the thrills 
of our childhood games in or-
der to grow to be young men of 
noble actions. Again, unless we 
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renounce our youthful spirit, 
we cannot come to the rever-
ence of old age.

Unless we are ready to re-
nounce the low animal values of 
material life and replace them 
with the noble values of the 
truly religious life, we cannot 
hope to gain the blessings of 
religion. A study of a cookbook, 
however thorough it might be, 
will not satisfy our hunger. No 
matter how long we meditate 
upon and repeat the name of 
the medicine, we cannot get 
the cure we need until we actu-
ally take the medicine. Similarly, 
the blessings of religion can be 
ours only when we are ready to 
live the recommended values. 
To condemn unpracticed reli-
gion is as meaningless as those 
cavemen sitting around their 
open fire, and querulously de-
crying advanced civilization.

During these one hundred 
days of the Upanishad Gnana 
Yagna, we shall be trying to 
discover the Eternal Happi-
ness and Bliss that is the suc-
culent essence of all true reli-
gions. In light of the principles 
of Truth declared in the Upani-
shads, we shall be trying to get 

at the scientific significance of 
the various practices that are 
considered part of our religion. 
In a spirit of communal living 
for these one hundred days we 
shall come to discover the sci-
ence of perfection, the true es-
sence of Hinduism.

Let us know what Hinduism 
is! Let us take an honest oath 
for ourselves, not only for our 
own sake, but for the sake of 
the entire world:, that we shall, 
when once we are convinced 
of the validity of the Eternal 
Truth, try honestly to live as 
consistently as possible the val-
ues advocated by this ancient 
and sacred religion.

Let us be Hindus, and thus 
build up a true Hindustan 
(Home of the Hindus) peopled 
with thousands of Shankaras, 
hundreds of Buddhas, and doz-
ens of Vivekanandas!

Om! Om! Om!

Reprinted with permission. 

About Swami Chinmayanandaji
His Holiness Swami Chin-

mayananda (Pujya Gurudev), 
founder of Chinmaya Mission, 
taught spirituality as a way of 
life. He was born in Kerala on 
May 8, 1916. Through the path 
of jnana yoga, or the spiritual 
path of Vedantic knowledge, he 
emphasized the balance of head 
and heart, pointing out selfless 
work, study, and meditation as 
the cornerstones of spiritual 
practice.

Not satisfied with his litera-
ture and law degrees or other 
worldly aspirations, Balakrish-
nan Menon pursued the spiri-
tual path with austere practices 
for nine years in the Himalayas, 
under the guidance of Pujya 
Swami Sivananda and the tute-
lage of Pujya Swami Tapovanji. 
He eventually chose to share 
his direct experience of Vedan-
tic knowledge with the masses, 
and roared forth like Mother 
Ganga in the form of the dy-
namic spiritual master known 
as Swami Chinmayananda.

Pujya Gurudev is renowned 
worldwide as one of the fore-
most teachers of Shrimad 
Bhagavad Gita. He is credited 
with the renaissance of spiritu-
ality and cultural values in In-
dia and with the spreading of 
the ageless wisdom of Advaita 
Vedanta, as expounded by Adi 
Shankaracharya, throughout 
the world.

Pujya Gurudev attained ma-
hasamadhi on August 3, 1993. 
His legacy remains in the form 
of written, audio, and video 
publications; social service proj-
ects (schools, hospitals, rural 
development programs, and 
more); and the missionaries who 
carry on his vision to this day.

For more detailed information 
on this article or to view 

additional pictures,
please visit  

www.deshvidesh.com/112018
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The Statue 
of Unity:

Dedicated 
to Sardar Patel

The Honorable Prime Minister of India, Na-
rendra Modi, unveiled the Statue of Unity, 
a monument dedicated to Indian Inde-

pendence Movement leader Vallabhbhai Patel on 
his birthday, October 31, 2018.

Vallabhbhai Patel, popularly known as Sardar 
Patel, was the first Deputy Prime Minister of In-
dia. Patel was an Indian barrister and statesman, 
senior leader of the Indian National Congress, 
and founding father of the Republic of India who 
played a leading role in the country’s struggle 
for independence and guided its integration into 

a united, independent nation. In India and else-
where, he was often called Sardar, Chief in Hin-
di. He acted as de facto Supreme Commander-
in-Chief of the Indian Army during the political 
integration of India and the Indo-Pakistani War 
of 1947.

The Statue of Unity is located in the Indian 
state of Gujarat, about 90 miles from Nadiad 
where Sardar Patel was born October 31, 1875. 
The monument, along with its surroundings, oc-
cupies over 215 thousand square feet and is sur-
rounded by a five square mile man made lake. It 

The Statue 
of Unity:

Dedicated 
to Sardar Patel

The Honorable Prime Minister of India, Na-
rendra Modi, unveiled the Statue of Unity, 
a monument dedicated to Indian Inde-

pendence Movement leader Vallabhbhai Patel on 
his birthday, October 31, 2018.

Vallabhbhai Patel, popularly known as Sardar 
Patel, was the first Deputy Prime Minister of In-
dia. Patel was an Indian barrister and statesman, 
senior leader of the Indian National Congress, 
and founding father of the Republic of India who 
played a leading role in the country’s struggle 
for independence and guided its integration into 

a united, independent nation. In India and else-
where, he was often called Sardar, Chief in Hin-
di. He acted as de facto Supreme Commander-
in-Chief of the Indian Army during the political 
integration of India and the Indo-Pakistani War 
of 1947.

The Statue of Unity is located in the Indian 
state of Gujarat, about 90 miles from Nadiad 
where Sardar Patel was born October 31, 1875. 
The monument, along with its surroundings, oc-
cupies over 215 thousand square feet and is sur-
rounded by a five square mile man made lake. It 

50 NOVEMBER 2018 - WWW.DESHVIDESH.COM



is the world’s tallest statue with a height of 597 
feet. Construction on the statue began October 
31, 2013 and completed in mid-October 2018. 

Here are some interesting features of the Statue 
of Unity, also known as Sardar Patel Statue. 

Location	 Gujarat, India

Designer	 Ram V. Sutar

Material	 Steel framing, reinforced  
	 concrete, bronze cladding

Height	 597 ft

Height (including base)	 790 ft

Construction Company	 Larsen & Toubro 

Interesting facts about the Statue of Unity

•	 At 597 feet, it is the world’s tallest statue. The 
Statue of Liberty in the United States is 305 
feet high.

•	 Located at the Sardar Sarovar Dam on  
Narmada River in Gujarat, the statue will have 
a viewing gallery at the height of 500 feet 
that will overlook the dam.

•	 25,000 tons of iron and 90,000 tons of  
cement were used in the construction.

•	 A walkway, four-lane approach highway, and 
three-star lodging facility with 128 rooms was  
constructed for tourists.

•	 The statue will be able to withstand a wind  
velocity up 135 miles per hour as well as  
earthquakes measuring 6.5 on the Richter 
scale.

•	 Approximate cost of construction is $420  
million and more than 2,500 workers worked 
on the project.

•	 It is estimated that the statue will gener-
ate as many as 15,000 direct jobs for people  
every year.
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About India: Quotes from the Well 
Known from Around the World

“This is indeed India! 

…. The land of dreams and romance, of fabulous 
wealth and fabulous poverty, of splendour and 
rags, of palaces and hovels, of famine and pesti-
lence, of genii and giants and Aladdin lamps, of 
tigers and elephants, the cobra and the jungle, 
the country of hundred nations and a hundred 
tongues, of a thousand religions and two million 
gods, cradle of the human race, birthplace of 
human speech, mother of history, grandmother 
of legend, great-grandmother of traditions, 
whose yesterday’s bear date with the modering 
antiquities for the rest of nations-the one sole 
country under the sun that is endowed with an 
imperishable interest for alien prince and alien 
peasant, for lettered and ignorant, wise and 
fool, rich and poor, bond and free, the one land 
that all men desire to see, and having seen once, 
by even a glimpse, would not give that glimpse 
for the shows of all the rest of the world com-
bined.”

Mark Twain, American author

To other countries, I may go as a tourist, but to 
India, I come as a pilgrim.

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Civil Rights activist

I like the evening in India, the one magic mo-
ment when the sun balances on the rim of the 
world, and the hush descends, and ten thousand 
civil servants drift homeward on a river of bicy-
cles, brooding on the Lord Krishna and the cost 
of living. 

James Cameron, American filmmaker 

I noted that people are happy here in India. 
When I went back home, people had everything 
in the materialistic sense and were surrounded 
with abundance, but they were not happy. 

Goldie Hawn, American actress

“India was the motherland of our race, and San-
skrit the mother of Europe’s languages: she was 
the mother of our philosophy; mother, through 
the Arabs, of much of our mathematics; mother, 
through the Buddha, of the ideals embodied in 
Christianity; mother, through the village com-
munity, of self-government and democracy. 
Mother India is in many ways the mother of us 
all.”

Will Durant, American historian
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“India is the cradle of the human race, the 
birthplace of human speech, the mother of his-
tory, the grandmother of legend, and the great-
grandmother of tradition. Our most valuable 
and most instructive materials in the history of 
man are treasured up in India only.”

Mark Twain, American author

“We owe a lot to the Indians, who taught us how 
to count, without which no worthwhile scien-
tific discovery could have been made.”

Albert Einstein, scientist

“If I were asked under what sky the human mind 
has most fully developed some of its choicest 
gifts, has most deeply pondered on the great-
est problems of life, and has found solutions, I 
should point to India.”

Max Mueller, German scholar

“Whenever I have read any part of the Vedas, I 
have felt that some unearthly and unknown light 
illuminated me. In the great teaching of the Ve-
das, there is no touch of sectarianism. It is of all 
ages, climbs, and nationalities and is the royal 
road for the attainment of the Great Knowledge. 
When I read it, I feel that I am under the span-
gled heavens of a summer night.”

Henry David Thoreau, American author

“In the great books of India, an empire spoke 
to us, nothing small or unworthy, but large, se-
rene, consistent, the voice of an old intelligence, 
which in another age and climate had pondered 
and thus disposed of the questions that exercise 
us.”

Ralph Waldo Emerson, American author

“India conquered and dominated China cultur-
ally for 20 centuries without ever having to send 
a single soldier across her border.”

Hu Shih, former Chinese Ambassador to USA

“There are some parts of the world that, once 
visited, get into your heart and won’t go. For 
me, India is such a place. When I first visited, I 
was stunned by the richness of the land, by its 
lush beauty and exotic architecture, by its abil-
ity to overload the senses with the pure, con-
centrated intensity of its colors, smells, tastes, 
and sounds... I had been seeing the world in 
black & white and, when brought face-to-face 
with India, experienced everything re-rendered 
in brilliant technicolor.”

Keith Bellows, National Geographic Society

“From the Vedas, we learn a practical art of 
surgery,  medicine,  music,  house bui lding  
under which mechanized art is included. They 
are encyclopedia of every aspect of life, culture, 
religion, science, ethics, law, cosmology and 
meteorology.”

William James, American author

“It is already becoming clear that a chapter 
which had a Western beginning will have to 
have an Indian ending if it is not to end in the 
self-destruction of the human race. At this su-
premely dangerous moment in history, the only 
way of salvation for mankind is the Indian way.”

Dr. Arnold Toynbee, British historian

“The Sanskrit language, whatever be its antiqui-
ty, is of wonderful structure, more perfect than 
the Greek, more copious than the Latin and 
more exquisitely refined than either.”

Sir William Jones, British Orientalist

“They were very advanced Hindu astronomers 
in 6000 BC. Vedas contain an account of the di-
mension of Earth, Sun, Moon, Planets, and Gal-
axies.”

Emmelin Plunket, Author

“ There  has  been  no  more  revo lut ionar y  
contribution than the one which the Hindus  
(Indians) made when they invented ZERO.”

Lancelot Hogben, British statistician
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“India—The land of Vedas, the remarkable works 
contain not only religious ideas for a perfect life 
but also facts which science has proved true. 
Electricity, radium, electronics, airship, all were 
known to the seers who founded the Vedas.”

Wheeler Wilcox, American author

“After the conversations about Indian philoso-
phy, some of the ideas of Quantum Physics that 
had seemed so crazy suddenly made much more 
sense.

W. Heisenberg, German physicist

“The surgery of the ancient Indian physicians 
was bold and skillful. A special branch of sur-
gery was dedicated to rhinoplasty or operations 
for improving deformed ears, noses and forming 
new ones, which European surgeons have now 
borrowed.”

Sir W. Hunter, British surgeon

“An examination of Indian Vedic doctrines 
shows that it is in tune with the most advanced 
scientif ic and philosophical thought of the 
West.”

Sir John Woodroffe, British Orientalist

“Our present knowledge of the nervous system 
fits in so accurately with the internal descrip-
tion of the human body given in the Vedas 
(5000 years ago). Then the question arises 
whether the Vedas are really religious books or 
books on anatomy of the nervous system and 
medicine.”

B.G. Rele, author

For more detailed information on this article  
or to view additional pictures,

please visit www.deshvidesh.com/112018
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Sui Dhaaga Embroiders on the Make in India Campaign

Sui Dhaaga, directed by Sharat 
Katariya for Yash Raj Films, is 
a bitter-sweet story of human 
aspirations and perseverance 
in small-town India. Taking the 
Indian government’s ‘Make in 
India’ campaign as a theme, the 
film shows us how an awakened 
pride, self-reliance, and hard 
work can conquer the odds and 
turn a no-account sewing ma-
chine handyman into a talented 
tailor with a successful business. 
The film has done a good job of 

depicting the reality of life in 
small towns in India.

Varun Dhawan and Anushka 
Sharma are credible as Mauji and 
Mamta, a young, married couple 
with, at least at the start, little 
going for them. They live with 
Mauji’s parents, have no privacy 
for themselves, and keep busy 
with ordinary household mat-
ters. Their fortune shifts after 
Mamta, angered by the insults 
that Mauji’s employer subjects 
him to, pushes him to find a 

more dignified career. Ignoring 
jibes from his less-than-sup-
portive father, Mauji launches a 
tailoring enterprise and starts 
on the eventful path towards 
success.

While the plot is predictable, 
this is a charming, well-acted 
film, and the message of eco-
nomic autonomy will resonate 
with most Indians, whether they 
come from small-town back-
grounds or not.
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Asha Bhosle Records New  
Song After a 23 Year Hiatus

PFPA Demands Ban on 
Indian Films to Revive 
Pakistani Film Industry 

Manikarnika: The Queen of Jhansi  
Coming to Theaters Soon

The versatile Asha Bhosle has sung in 
various Indian languages throughout the 
course of her long musical career. Now 
back in the recording studio after a break 
of 23 years, she has released a new Ben-
gali song “Ebar Pujoy Elaam Phire” on the 
occasion of Durga Pooja celebrations. The 
song is included in the album Pujoy Asha.

Asha Bhosle has previously sung many 
Durga Pooja songs and several of them, such as “Jabo Ki Jabona,” 
“Moyna Bolo Tumi Krishno Raadhe,” “Aamar Khatar Patay,” and “Eyi 
Edike Esho,” are still very much popular in the pooja songs genre. It 
is customary in West Bengal to release pooja songs in advance of the 
Durga Pooja festival.

Joining 85-year-old Asha Bhosle in the Pujoy Asha album with his 
song “Surey Tumi,” also after a long hiatus, 14 years in his case, is Amit 
Kumar, son of the unforgettable Kishore Kumar, and a very talented 
singer himself.

Music lovers should check out this album. You don’t need to be a 
Bengali speaker. Good music is good music, and all it requires is a 
fine sensibility on your part.

The PFPA (Pakistan Film Pro-
ducers Association) has peti-
tioned the Lahore High Court 
to ban all Indian films from 
playing in Pakistani cinema the-
atres, since, according to them, 
this is disrupting the national 
film industry. Indian films are 
very popular in Pakistan and 
many Pakistanis prefer them to 
local productions, but the re-
verse is not true. Few, if any, 
Pakistani films are screened 
in India. The PFPA is unhappy 
about this and would like Paki-
stani distributors to pay more 
attention to Pakistani films. 
They feel that a complete ban 
on Indian films will put a stron-
ger spotlight on Pakistani films 
and this, in turn, will revive the 
once-thriving Pakistani film in-
dustry. In recent times, the Pak-
istani government has banned 
many newly released Indian 
films from opening in Pakistan.

It remains to be seen if this 
will have the intended posi-
tive impact on the Pakistani 
film industry. The bottom line 
is what the consumers want. If 
the Pakistani film industry can 
fulfill these wants, they are on 
the right track. Otherwise, with 
the Internet so readily avail-
able, consumers will watch 
what they want to and where 
they want to. From the point of 
view of cinema theatre owners, 
banning Indian films will not be 
good for business.

The Indian Film Industry has pro-
duced several films on the Queen of 
Jhansi over the years. One of the best-
known ones was Sohrab Modi’s mas-
terpiece. The latest in the pipeline is 
Manikarnika: The Queen of Jhansi, with 
Kangana Ranaut in the title role. The 
film is expected to be released Janu-
ary 25, and the preview trailer is out 
including a look at some gory scenes 
of the Queen of Jhansi screaming and 
fighting the soldiers of the British East 

India Company on the battlefield. The CGI effects are glaring and 
there is a somewhat overdone feel to the trailer that, hopefully, 
won’t be the case with the film itself in its entirety. The period of 
the Mutiny of 1857 is already dramatic enough in itself to warrant 
some measure of restraint on the part of film-makers. Subtlety is 
more effective in getting the message across than battering the 
audience with high-decibel proclamations of patriotism. Kangana 
Ranaut is a great actress, but she needs to work on her ‘Har, Har, 
Mahadev.’
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Mulk: Prejudice and Perception
Mulk is an excellent, under-

promoted film on how anti-
Muslim propaganda can affect 
the lives of ordinary Indian citi-
zens. An extended Muslim fam-
ily, with Murad Ali Mohammed, 
played by Rishi Kapoor, as its 
head, live in Banaras, and are 
on easy, friendly terms with ev-
eryone in their locality, includ-
ing Hindus. The even tenor of 
their life is thrown into turmoil 
when Murad Ali Mohammed’s 
nephew, Shahid Mohammed, 
gets involved in a bomb blast 

plot and the entire family 
is collectively blamed for 
his actions. Unable to find 
and arrest the abscond-
ing Shahid Mohammed, 
the police arrest his father, 
Bilaal Mohammed, Murad 
Ali Mohammed’s younger 
brother, as a terrorist sus-
pect and haul him off to 
the police station. Former 
friends turn their backs on 
the family and they find 
themselves subjected to 
all manners of harassment 
and are asked to prove 
their loyalty to the country. In-
dignant at the treatment they 
receive, his daughter-in-law 
Aarti, played by Taapsee Pannu, 
heads to court to obtain justice 
for their wronged family.

It is an interesting look at 
how ins id ious  propaganda 
against a certain religion can 
g ive rise to a hysteria that 
sweeps aside all rationality and 
fractures a community with 
suspicion and discord.

For more detailed information 
on this article or to view 

additional pictures,
please visit  

www.deshvidesh.com/112018
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Indian Historical Drama, Porus, Airing in Japan
Porus has become the first 

Indian historical drama to be 
aired in Japan. It will be shown 
on Hulu Japan. Based on the 
life of the legendary King Po-
rus, who halted Alexander the 
Great’s advance into the India 

subcontinent, this promises to 
be an exciting, action drama 
series. The show’s producers 
are hoping it will be a hit with 
Japanese audiences. Indian dra-
mas are not very well-known in 
Japan and, for most Japanese, 

this will likely be 
their first intro-
duction to Indian 
TV productions.

Indian TV pro-
ducers have long 
desired to garner 
a wider, interna-
tional audience 
for their shows 
and opportunities 

are now opening up. A good 
story travels well after all and 
can be equally appreciated by 
people from different cultures. 
Indian history is tumultuous 
and eventful, quite like Japa-
nese history, and there is al-
ready that common ground to 
build a bridge upon.

Porus is written and direct-
ed by Siddharth Kumar Tewary 
and produced by his company 
Swastik Productions for Sony 
Entertainment Television. It is 
a mega epic with 260 episodes 
and the cost for each episode is 
well over $100,000.

Anushka Sharma Ventures into Production of Web Series
Actress Anushka Sharma and 

her brother Karnesh Sharma 
will be producing their first 
web series with Amazon Prime. 
The upcoming series is a po-
lice drama and is to be written 
by scriptwriter Sudeep Sharma, 
with whom Anushka Sharma 
has already worked on NH10, 
a film that her company pro-
duced earlier. Sudeep Sharma 
was also the scriptwriter for 
the film Udta Punjab.

Their production company, 
Clean Slate Films, is keen to 
produce unusual yet entertain-

ing shows for the web, aside 
from producing films and ad-
vertisements. They want their 
productions to be conceptually 
strong and at the same time be 
appealing to a broad audience. 
The main benefit of a web se-
ries is that it can reach a wider 
and more diverse audience.

Indian films and TV shows 
have been displaying high pro-
duction values in recent times. 
Let’s see how Clean Slate Films 
can ramp up against the com-
petition and bring more excit-
ing shows to film, TV, and web 

audiences in India and abroad. 
Creative people should be ap-
plauded for the effort they put 
into presenting us with origi-
nal and entertaining works, so 
much credit to Anushka Sharma 
for this foray.
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Never-Ending Love Story - Dastaan-E-Mohabbat Salim Anarkali
Here we go again, yet an-

other take on the famous love 
story between Salim, the future 
Emperor Jehangir, and Anarkali. 
Anirudh Pathak’s new televi-
sion series Dastaan-E- Mohab-
bat Salim Anarkali for Colors is 
taking the long-winded route to 
romance through the protago-
nists’ childhoods.

Sharif-un-Nissa, yet to be 
named Anarkali, first meets Sa-
lim in Afghanistan and it is an 
eventful time as they first fend 
off Turkish attackers and then 
she saves him from an assassin. 
As a result, she and her aunt 
are accepted in the Mughal 
household, and we all know 
how it is going to go from here 
onward. That is, not really, as 
we can’t root for a happy-ever-
after ending, but we can look 
forward to being mightily en-
tertained before we are asked 
to weep.

This is the fun part about 
long historical dramas that 
have no real historical ba-
sis. The TV show writers get 
the opportunity to explore 
the characters in depth and 
put them through all kinds of 

Ruslaan Sayed Plays Nakul in KarnSangini

imaginative situations to keep 
the show going. Harem antics 
and skulduggery are not new 
in the Mughal historic genres, 
but turning Jodha Bai into a 
sword-wielding warrior wom-
an is perhaps a first.

Ruslaan Sayed will be play-
ing Nakul, one of the five Pan-
dava brothers from the Ma-
habharata, in upcoming TV 
show KarnSangini. The actor 
previously appeared in Jana 
Na Dil Se Door, and he is look-
ing forward to entertaining 
his fans in this new role. He 
claims it is a more taxing part 
than anything he has done so 
far and a definite step up in 
his acting career.

KarnSangini will show us 
scenes from the Mahabharata 
from the perspective of Karna, 
the half-brother of the Panda-
vas, who is aligned with their 
cousins/enemies the Kauravas. 

The show will feature his ro-
mance with his wife Urvi. Aas-
him Gulati is playing Karn and 
Tejaswi Prakash is appearing as 
Urvi. Actresses Sayanti Ghosh 
and Madirakshi Mundle respec-
tively play Kunti, the mother 
of the Pandavas, and Draupadi, 
the wife of the Pandavas.

Period dramas can be fas-
cinating if they are well-acted 
and without unnecessary his-
trionics, and the Mahabharata 
is a gift that never stops giv-
ing. There are so many brilliant 
stories that can be mined from 
this Hindu epic. It will be inter-
esting to see how KarnSangini 
pans out.
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Upcoming Web  
Series: Bard of Blood

Actor Emraan Hashmi will be 
starring in the upcoming web 
series Bard of Blood. His first 
appearance in a web series, 
Hashmi plays the protagonist, 
Kabir Anand, a professor teach-
ing Shakespeare’s works in Pan-
chgani; hence, the Bard of the 
series title. The series, which 
is based on a book The Bard of 
Blood by Bilal Siddiqui, is being 
produced in collaboration with 
Shah Rukh Khan’s production 
company Red Chillies Enter-
tainment and Netflix.

There will be eight episodes 
in the series, and the story is 
about political espionage and 
intrigues, set amidst the tu-
multuous events in Balochistan. 
The series is described as “mul-
tilingual,” which, in all likeli-
hood, means that when our In-
dian hero encounters people 
in Balochistan, they are going 
to be speaking in Balochi, not 
Hindi, and we will be expected 
to read subtitles to understand 
what they are saying.

So, a web series that is not 
only going to thrill you with 
some action adventure in a 
beautiful, snow-covered land, 
it is also going to force you to 
read. And you could even grad-
uate from reading subtitles to 
reading not just Shakespeare, 
but also Kalidas. Anything is 

For more detailed information 
on this article or to view 

additional pictures,
please visit  

www.deshvidesh.com/112018

possible. Things are looking up, 
deshwasiyon!
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It is the mind that makes 
one wise or ignorant,  
bound or emancipated.

— Sri Ramakrishna

Mind is consciousness 
which has put on limita-
tions. You are originally 
unlimited  
and perfect. Later you  
take on limitations and  
become the mind.

— Ramana Maharshi

Words to Live By...
Diwali & Annakut
When: 11/04/2018, 7:30 AM
Where: BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir
541 SE 18th Ave., Boynton Beach,33435	
Contact: 561-740-2898	
Host: BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Mandir - Boynton Beach

To include your event in the 
community news announcement 

section, please visit  
www.deshvidesh.com and 

click on Submit Events in the 
Upcoming Events section.  

You may also email details to  
events@deshvidesh.com  

before the 19th of each month.

Please visit  
www.deshvidesh.com and  

click on Upcoming Events for  
more details on each event.

http://www.deshvidesh.com
http://www.deshvidesh.com
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Need Delivery People

Desh Videsh is 
looking for people in 
Atlanta, Tampa, Fort 
Lauderdale, Orlando 
to deliver magazines 

into stores. Also 
looking for people 

to hand out postcards 
Please send your  

resume to  
info@deshvidesh.com 
or Call: 954-784-8100 

extension 207

Classifieds
Live-In/Out Help

Holi Hai!
Holi Hai! explains why Hindus celebrate Holi, 
the festival of colors all around the world in the 
spring season. The book helps children living in 
America the universal message of the victory of 
good over evil. Phone: 954-784-8100
www.deshvideshpublishing.com

We Love Diwali
We love Diwali! takes you inside the homes of  
families living in America where Hindus, Jain  
and Sikh children together celebrate Diwali, 
the festival of lights. Phone: 954-784-8100
www.deshvideshpublishing.com

Single or couple needed 
for convenient store in 
Charleston, SC. Accommo-
dation provided and good 
pay, call at 704-804-2559

Management needed for  
88 room property in  
Montana. Couples pre-
ferred. Housing and all 
utilities provided. Email : 
sheriyar@sarkarihotels.com 
for more information.

Now Hiring 
We are currently looking 

for high energy individuals 
to join our retail store.

Full Time and Part Time 
positions available.
Great opportunity!

Good pay! Please contact 
Anjee at 813-469-0181

Stock Market Training
MODESTRETURNS.COM 
Hands Down Best Stock  

Market Training By  
Professional Trader. Learn 

the right way. Avoid Losses. 
Make Serious Money!  E-Mail:  

coolchandra@gmail.com

Need Roommate
5 Miles to UCF House  

Need Roommate,  
Call: 863-414-4777,

2161 Kaylas Ct, Orlando. Use 
www.holidaytravelonline.com 

Best Price

On-line Classified Ads 
To see more Classified Ads, 
please visit: www.deshvidesh.
com and Select View Classified  
under Classified Button on top

To Place Classified Ads 
please visit: www.deshvidesh.com  
and Select Submit Classified  
under Classified Button on top

The book, Chronology 
of Hinduism, 
highlights the rich  
history of the  
Hindu religion  
daing over 10,000 years.  
Phone: 954-784-8100
www.deshvideshpublishing.com

Chronology of Hinduism

A unique autobiographical 
account published by  

a middle class working 
Woman.

A classical travelogue
with personal anecdotes, 
pictures with appropriate 

links. Available in: 
Ebook $6.99;  

Paper back $43.99
Order online from  

Amazon, Author house 
and Barnes and Noble
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